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City of St. Clair 
#1 Paul Parks Drive 
St. Clair, MO 63077 

City Council Meeting 
February 4, 2013 

 
Mayor Blum called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
City Clerk, Chris Fawe called the roll. Present were Mayor Blum, Administrator Childers, 
Alderman Tate, Alderman Fuchs, Alderman McGlenn, Alderman Dierker and Attorney Voss.  
 
Mayor Blum led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Consent Agenda: 
Mayor Blum asked for approval of the Council Report from January 18, 2013 thru January 31, 
2013, and the Board of Alderman meeting minutes from January 21, 2013.  
Mayor Blum asked if everyone had a chance to review these items and if there were any 
questions, corrections, or comments.  
Alderman McGlenn made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted and 
Alderman Tate provided the second. Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
 
Ordinances & Resolutions:  
 
1. Resolution No. 2013-01 – A RESOLUTION APPROVING CREATION OF A BANK 

ACCOUNT ON BEHALF OF ST. CLAIR REGIONAL AIRPORT. 
Administrator Childers explained this is a resolution formalizing the motion, which was 
approved at the last meeting to create a bank account, and the resolution is at the banks 
request so there is a document verifying that yes, we want this bank account for the St. Clair 
Regional Airport, which was recommended by the FAA. 
Alderman Dierker made the motion to approve the creation of a bank account on 
behalf of St. Clair Regional Airport and Alderman McGlenn provided the second. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

2. Resolution No. 2013-02 – A RESOLUTION APPROVING PAYMENT TO ST. CLAIR 
REGIONAL AIRPORT THE SUM OF $2,079.00 AS LEASE FEES FOR A 
WASTEWATER LIFT STATION. 
Administrator Childers referred to a handout provided which is headed “Routine 
Maintenance Items.” On page 2, item 2 under the Compliance Plan correspondence from 
Amy Ludwig with MoDOT Aviation discusses a lift station land rental and a rate was 
determined by using the appraised value of the land, divided by the acreage, which produced 
a price per square foot. The measurement of the enclosure for the lift station included the 
area aproning the lift station, which connects to the road, which is how it is accessed and 
calculated that square footage, and multiplied times the rate per square foot. This information  
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was sent to MoDOT Aviation who discussed with the FAA to determine if they will consider 
it as fair and reasonable lease rate for the lift station land. That amount came out to $346.50 
per year. If it went back to 2008 (6 years) to include 2013 that total $2,079 and this resolution 
would approve payment from the City of St. Clair to the St. Clair Regional Airport Bank 
Account for $2,079.00. 
Alderman Tate made the motion to approve payment to St. Clair Regional Airport in 
the sum of $2,079.00 as lease fees for a wastewater lift station and Alderman Dierker 
provided the second. Motion carried by voice vote. 

   
Unfinished Business: 
 
1. Airport Closure Progress Report: Administrator Childers referred to the same document as 

the previous item and reminded the Alderman at previous meetings, the correspondence from 
MoDOT Aviation and FAA listed a number of areas needing to be addressed. The City is 
cooperating fully through MoDOT Aviation with the FAA to respond and satisfactorily 
complete each and every item. Administrator Childers noted on the first set of items the only 
piece left is the rotating beacon and it should be completed this week. Administrator Childers 
stated with the Resolution he has an appointment with the Bank and the Accountant 
tomorrow and will be completed this week along with the land rental. Administrator Childers 
advised there are a few other times left to be completed on the final page relating to the 
FAA’s letter and should be completed this week and he is anticipating he will get the final 
draft document prepared and sent to MoDOT Aviation then through to the FAA.  
 

2. Spray Park Financing:  Administrator Childers reminded there was a presentation at the 
last meeting from Mr. White from Westport Pools. As we move forward with the financing 
for this project, it was anticipated the Certificate of Participation which is similar to the 
financing used on the wastewater for improvements on Springfield Road which is simply a 
matter of means of getting the money now and making payments. We learned that the local 
bank had a strong interest in being the funding source for that project and with Mr. Voss’ 
assistance; we are working towards a package, which would be comparable to what the City 
used to acquire and upgrade the Downtown Park and the Helen Jones Property in Industrial 
Park. The City will sell Evergreen Park to the Industrial Development Authority (IDA) at a 
very reasonable rate and the Industrial Development Authority will then contract with 
Westport Pools to construct the improvement. The City will then negotiate a lease with the 
IDA to lease the improved facility over the course of the loan that the IDA will take out. At 
the end of that period, the City will then repurchase the park from the IDA. Administrator 
Childers reminded this has to be approved by the IDA and then approved by the Board of 
Alderman. Attorney Voss asked the Alderman if they were comfortable with the agreement 
as it would be a commitment of 12 years to pay the amount of the fees being requested which 
is $290,000, over 12 years this would be basically $32,000 a year payments. Mayor Blum 
commented that was about the cost to operate the swimming pool each year. Attorney Voss 
reminded the parks tax does not bring in $290,000 in one year and that is your dilemma. 
Administrator Childers stated if the Board were comfortable, he would like a motion 
directing him to proceed with the financing packages that has been discussed. Attorney Voss 
commented if there were any reservation or concerns now is the time to address them.  
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Alderman Fuchs questioned if the future board elects not to continue with this, then the Park 
is no longer in the city’s hands. Attorney Voss clarified the park would be given as collateral 
to the bank and is no different than what was done with the sewer treatment plant. It was 
given as collateral for the Certificates of Participation. Attorney Voss answered, yes if the 
city does not allocate those funds then the holder of the mortgage can elect to foreclose on its 
collateral and in this case, the collateral would be Evergreen Park and the Spray Park. 
Administrator Childers clarified from the bank’s standpoint, it would be viewed exactly as 
the Helen Jones Property and the Downtown Park loan as an annual note that is structured as 
being renewable. Attorney Voss commented the ideal way would have been to put this on the 
April ballot and let the voters say should the City of St. Clair become indebted. If the voters 
approved it, then you can become indebted, but since it is too late to put it on the ballot, this 
is the only way to get it done. Mayor Blum commented the street sweeper was leased and the 
Helen Jones property was purchased on a five-year schedule and this is the last year to pay 
on that.   
Alderman Tate made the motion to approve proceeding with the financing discussed in 
the agreement and draft an agreement to the IDA and approve the concept design build 
contract with Westport Pools and Alderman Dierker provided the second. Motion 
carried by voice vote. 

New Business:   
 
1. Wastewater system repairs: Administrator Childers referred to the overview provided in 

the packets which included pooled cash and pooled investment reports and said we have the 
funds, we just don’t have them budgeted to make additional waste water repairs and rather 
than coming back before the board every meeting, we are recommending increasing 2013 
line item 02-5-10-6070 by $35,000. Public Works Director, Ed Bliss, reported the only 
project that has come to us unexpectedly is the main on Moselle. We jetted that sewer Friday 
night and that sewer does not have sewer terminal manhole, which was capped at one point. 
When that cap broke it allowed a lot of rock into our system, therefore we need to fix that 
before we can access and jet those things out. Mr. Bliss said the other projects that he is 
proposing is maintenance burden, which has a lot of roots in the system and instead of jetting 
these things every month like we have been doing; we need to get them fixed. The other 
backup was Missouri and Columbia and has had three in the past six years. Administrator 
Childers stated we are anticipating a combination of lining and point repairs depending on 
which seems to be the most cost effective for each section. 
Alderman Dierker made the motion to approve increasing 2013 line item 02-5-10-6070 
by $35,000.00 and Alderman Fuchs provided the second. Motion carried by voice vote. 
 

2. Tork, LTD:  Administrator Childers stated the owner of Tork, LTD has put in an application 
for a different business license at the same location that prompted Inspector Jeremy Crowe to 
review the history at this particular location. He found that back in 2009 the property was 
cited for being a salvage yard. Photos have been provided which were taken on January 29 
that indicated it has not changed dramatically since 2009. In reviewing court documents, it 
showed the owner was subpoenaed to come to court and had 60 days in which to clean up the 
property and then the entire issue disappeared from the court files. Inspector Crowe and 
Attorney Voss were discussing the situation prior to the meeting to determine what needs to  
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happen as far as the cleanup. Administrator Childers questioned the board, given the history 
of the property, would the board prefer to issue a business license or defer the issuance of a 
business license at this time. Attorney Voss commented he has two issues on this matter and 
it his understanding they have not had a business license since 2009. If this board believes 
Tork, LTD is still in business, then they ought to be cited for not having a business license 
certainly for 2012 and 2013 as we would anyone else in accordance to our ordinance. The 
second issue is if this constitutes derelict vehicles under our ordinance, then we should give 
notice to them and they should be cleaned up. Attorney Voss commented it is up to this 
Board as to whether or not they choose to issue a second business license at this location. 
Mayor Blum asked Inspector Crowe for his thoughts on this issue. Inspector Crowe agreed 
completely and apparently Tork, LTD has been operating without a business license for years 
now and it is obvious he is in violation of multiple issues and it is his opinion these issues 
need to be resolved prior to any business license being issued. Mayor Blum invited a 
gentleman representing Tork, LTD to come address the board. Mr. Scott Hickinbotham 
addressed the board, he is the landowner of the property, and Tork, LTD is his tenant. Mr. 
Hickinbotham said he was not aware there was a different business use than what the 
previous one was and questioned what it was. Administrator Childers answered, the license 
request is under the name of Riverside Farms and is for garden supplies, which was 
submitted by John O’Neal. Mr. Hickinbotham stated he plans to work with Tork, LTD on the 
violations and some of them have been corrected. Mr. Hickinbotham said he needs to know 
what is needed in order to be in compliance. Attorney Voss replied if Tork, LTD is still in 
business and it sounded like they are, they need to get their business license in place for 2013 
as it was due January 31. The other issue is dealing with Inspector Crowe to address the 
violations being in compliance.   
Alderman Dierker made the motion to table the business license application for 
Riverside Farms at 1270 Pami Street pending the resolution of the different items 
mentioned for Tork, LTD which is located on the same property and maintaining the 
business license and cleaning the property up and Alderman Tate provided the second. 
Motion carried by voice vote. 

3. Change of meeting date:  Mayor Blum stated the next Board of Alderman meeting falls on 
February 18, 2013, which is President’s Day. The administration recommends rescheduling 
that meeting to Tuesday, February 19, 2013. 
Alderman McGlenn made the motion to change the next meeting from February 18, to 

Tuesday, February 19, 2013 because of President’s Day and Alderman Dierker 

provided the second. Motion carried by voice vote. 

 
4. Annual Business License renewal:  Administrator Childers stated the deadline per 

ordinance for renewal of local business licenses is no later than February 1 annually. To 
accommodate last-day payments and facilitate agenda development a list of delinquent 
businesses will be provided to the Board of Aldermen on February 19 for referral to Attorney 
Voss. 

 
City Attorney:  Kurt Voss - nothing at this time. 
 
Continued…………………………….. 



                                                                                                                   Minutes………………………February 4, 2013 

5 

 

Departmental Reports: 
 
1. Administrator:  Rick Childers: nothing at this time. 

 
2. Public Works Director:  Ed Bliss – nothing at this time. 

 
3. Police Department: Chief Hammack – Chief Hammack announced he is seeking approval 

from the City Council to allocate the funds to raise Donnie Dunn’s pay $1.00 per hour. This 
amount was budgeted for 2013 for the Sergeant’s position and that process has been 
concluded and is requesting the raise effective of today. 
Alderman McGlenn made the motion to approve raise Sgt. Dunn’s pay $1.00 per hour 
effective today and Alderman Tate provided the second. Motion carried by voice vote. 

4. Planning and Zoning: Myrna Turner – absent 
 

5. Parks: Beth Lauer – absent  
 
Other Business:   
 
Mayor and Board Members:   
1. Mayor Blum discussed the Collector’s position and requested a volunteer from the Board to 

put together a committee to address the Collector’s position and how to handle it. Mayor 
Blum asked Alderman Tate to head the committee to fill the Collector’s position. 

 
Public Participation:  
1. Gilbert Hoffman, Highway 47, St. Clair, commented he does not know who puts the articles 

together in the paper that some of the articles in the paper are deceiving and some are not. He 
stated in the last paper it stated we have two good airports in Franklin County, Mr. Hoffman 
stated we don’t have two good airports in Franklin County, we have one airport in Franklin 
County and if it was a mile west we wouldn’t have any airports in Franklin County. He also 
said people who read the paper assume what is in the paper is true and sometimes that is not 
always right. Mr. Hoffman stated it also said in the paper that no one at the airport pays any 
city taxes. Mr. Hoffman said he would like things to be corrected and thought out a little 
better before going into the newspaper. Mayor Blum thanked Mr. Hoffman for his comments. 

 
2. Mr. Bob Fawe, 320 Wall Street, stated October of last year, we entered into an agreement 

with Holy Trinity Christian Life Center for the annual Municipal League Dinner that the City 
participates in. Amy Jackson approved the contract; it was signed and turned over to the city. 
He has recently been informed there was a scheduling conflict due to V.B.S. and that the 
deposit money would be returned to the city. Mr. Fawe committed further as a member of 
Holy Trinity, he apologized for the way it was handled and hopes it does not happen again. 
Mr. Fawe also referred to him being secretary/treasurer of the IDA; that he does not have any 
problem with the financing of the spay park and cannot imagine any of the other IDA 
members objecting but will see after they meet. 
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Motion for Executive Session: Alderman Dierker made the motion for executive session 
pursuant to RSMO§610.021 to discuss real estate at 7:40 p.m. and Alderman Tate provided the 
second.   

Board Polls as follows: 
           Aye: Tate, Fuchs, McGlenn, Dierker 

                 Nay: None 
 
Re-Opening of Open Meeting: 
Alderman Dierker made the motion to re-open the meeting to the public at 9:15 p.m. and 
Alderman McGlenn provided the second. Motion carried by voice vote. 

Board Polls as follows: 
           Aye: Tate, Fuchs, McGlenn, Dierker 

                 Nay: None 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting: Tuesday, February 19, 2013. Public hearing at 6:45 p.m. regular 
meeting at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Adjournment:  Mayor Blum called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:17 p.m.  
Alderman McGlenn made the motion to adjourn and Alderman Dierker provided the 
second. Motion carried by voice vote. 
                             

                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                   Mayor Ron Blum  
Date Approved: 2/19/2013 
 
Attest:                                                                            
 
 

 
______________________________________                              

City Clerk Chris Fawe 
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                                                               City of St. Clair 

1 Paul Parks Drive 
St. Clair, MO 63077 

Executive Session 
February 4, 2013 

 
 
 

Alderman Dierker made the motion to move into Executive Session pursuant to RSMO 610.021 
to discuss real estate at 7:40 p.m. and Alderman Tate provided the second.  
Board Polls as follows: 
           Aye: Tate, Fuchs, McGlenn, Dierker 
           Nay: None 
 
Present were:  Present were Mayor Blum, Administrator Childers, Alderman Tate, Alderman 
Fuchs, Alderman McGlenn, Alderman Dierker and Attorney Voss.   
 
Discussion was regarding real estate.  
 
After discussion, there were no votes or actions taken. 
 
Re-Opening of Open Meeting: 
Alderman Dierker made the motion to re-open the meeting to the public at 9:15 p.m. and 
Alderman McGlenn provided the second. 
Board Polls as follows: 
           Aye: Tate, Fuchs, McGlenn, Dierker 
           Nay: None 
 
 

 

 

 

 


